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proposals on furnishing articles of identical quality, descriptive notices
inviting bids shall be distributed by mail in accordance with Section
14-3199. If the estimated cost of such items exceeds five hundred dol-
lars, advertisement of the notice shall be published, under appropriate
heading, in a newspaper of general circulation in the county for a
period of two consecutive weeks and notice distributed by mail in
accordance with Section 14-3199; provided, however, that advertise-
ment may also be made by radio if considered desirable by the County
Board of Commissioners. All awards shall be to the lowest responsible
bidder whose bid was made as required taking into consideration the
quality of the articles to be supplied, their conformity with the pre-
scribed requirements and the purpose for which they are required. In
case no bids are received or there is evidence of collusion among
the bidders for the purpose of fixing the price of the items proposed
to be purchased, then the purchasing agent may reject such bids and
proceed to negotiate purchase contracts with individual firms so
as to gain any available advantage either in price or conditions.
(2) In purchasing supplies, materials or items of equipment that are
controlled by virtue of patents or copyrights so that competition is im-
practicable, or where the articles proposed to be purchased are pro-
duced and offered for sale by fewer than three reputable firms eligible
to offer their products in direct competition, informal purchase ne-
gotiations may be undertaken by the purchasing agent and purchase
awards may be made as a result of such negotiations; provided, that
if the purchase involves more than five hundred dollars the award
must be approved by the County Board of Commissioners and shall be
accompanied by a statement describing the procedure followed.
(3) Supplies, materials and items of equipment necessarily pur-
chased in order to replace parts of existing equipment and structures,
which can be supplied. only by the manufacturer of the original equip-
ment or structure or by his authorized dealer or agent, may be pur-
chased without formality; provided, that the purchasing agent shall
take advantage of every opportunity to economize by securing the best
agreement practicable. In such cases complete records of the trans-
actions shall be maintained for review on audit.
(4) In cases of emergency, as may be determined by the County
Board of Commissioners and subject to confirmation by the Board,
supplies, materials and items of equipment may be purchased without
formality; provided, that in all cases of such emergency purchases,
complete records shall be kept and the matter reported to the county


